Mt Alexander Family Day Care - Policy / Procedure
Provision of Care – BEHAVIOUR GUIDANCE IN FAMILY DAY CARE

POLICY

Children need positive guidance on how to interact with others and on what is considered to be acceptable.  Children’s Services Centre Regulations state that no child is to be subjected to any form of corporal punishment, immobilisation or any other humiliating or frightening techniques.

Family Day Care policy aims to use encouragement and making the child aware of logical consequences rather than rewards and punishments.  This promotes confidence in their ability to cope with the varied demands placed on them, hence will deter behaviour problems.  By encouraging children, Educators communicate an attitude of acceptance and value of a child.  From this, a relationship between Educator and child should develop, based on mutual trust and respect.  Children should be encouraged for their efforts and given lots of positive feedback.

Children should have a choice of behaviour and be aware of the consequence of unacceptable behaviour.  Hence the children learn to be responsible for their own behaviour rather than the Educator taking responsibility. Each home is to have a copy of the Behaviour Guidance policy, and a copy of the guidelines to behaviour guidance.

To ensure the well being of all children and Educators, and to realise the rights of each child to care in a safe environment based on the values acceptable in a democratic society.  These values are mutual respect, shared responsibility, co-operation and self discipline.
· Each child has a right to his own values and beliefs.  The rights, feelings, property of others are to be respected at all times.

· Each child has a right to feel safe and protected from acts of harassment and violence.

· Each child has a right to have activities provided in order to help develop their skills and knowledge as best they can.  This requires self discipline and co-operation.

· In order to develop a co-operative environment Educators need to give clear home rules and limits.  Each child will follow the directions of their Educator.  Continual failure to do so will result in one or more of the consequences specified below.

PROCEDURE
CONSEQUENCES:

Continual unacceptable behaviour will result in one or more of the following consequences:

· The Educator will speak quietly and in private with the child.

· Discuss concerns with the Co-ordinator.

· Discuss concerns with the parents.

· If necessary Co-ordinator discusses concerns with parents.

GUIDELINES FOR ENCOURAGING POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR IN CHILDREN:

Children need to have clear rules and limits.

Educators should:

· Remain calm; raised voices should be avoided.
· Respect children - listen to them and do not embarrass or humiliate a child in public.

· Give children lots of encouragement and appropriate affection.

· Give children choices - this allows them to experience the consequences of their decision and to develop responsibility.  Do not get in a power struggle.

· Be warm, caring and affectionate rather than threatening and making empty promises.

· Be fair, firm and consistent.
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